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INTRODUCTION
he years 2007 to 2009 were tumultuous for financial professionals. Much happened, from the main street mortgage mess, to the collapse of large commercial and investment banks, to the newfound roles of the Treasury and Federal Reserve. Bringing an understanding of these events into the classroom is necessary so that current students can better understand the crisis and its aftermath.
Given the number of significant events, some departments of economics and of finance may create courses dedicated to the study of the crisis. Other schools will incorporate the material into existing courses. Economics departments will likely use money & banking classes, while finance departments will likely use financial institutions & markets. Either way, a key objective is for students to understand the events and connections between them.
The literature shows that students benefit when faculty members actively engage students through the curriculum. Possibilities include movies, simulations, classroom experiments, and writing. For examples on related topics, Philpot and Oglesby (2005) utilized the movie It's a Wonderful Life as a case study on the management of a mutual financial institution. Tripp and Calvert (2007) incorporated a simulation to help students gain an experiential understanding of commercial bank management. Classroom experiments have engaged students in topics including inflation uncertainty, purchasing power parity, a firm's investment decisions and behavioral finance (Balyeat, 2008; Hazlett, 2007 Hazlett, , 2008 ; Mitchell et al., 2009 ). Ideas on incorporating writing into economics and finance courses come from numerous sources including Krajicek (2008) , Hershey (2007) , Weber (2007) , and Robertson, Bean and Peterson (2007) . Students tend to provide favorable assessments of writing assignments (O'Neill, 2009). Belowaverage students are most likely to see higher exam scores as a result of papers (Olmsted & Ruediger, 2013) .
The discussion questions provided in this paper are a starting point for faculty members wishing to incorporate supplementary texts. Prompts are provided for In Fed We Trust and On the Brink. These books provide insight into the functioning during the crisis of the two most important public institutions (the Federal Reserve and the Treasury respectively). Through reading, students understand the concerns and thought-processes of key government officials. Students also gain a sense of the individual personalities of Mr. Paulson 
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Other Texts
The two books discussed in this paper help students understand the federal response to the crisis. The texts do not cover all of the causes and consequences of the crisis. Faculty members wishing to focus on Wall Street trading, the development of securities markets, corporate culture, and/or the fate of the investment and commercial banks may wish to include books such as Banktown (Bank of America and Wachovia), House of Cards (Bear Stearns), The Colossal Failure of Common Sense (Lehman Brothers), Crash of the Titans (Merrill Lynch and Bank of America), and The Big Short (the market for credit default swaps). 
FINDINGS
In Fed We Trust was utilized in a 300-level Money & Financial Institutions class for three semesters. The average class size was 18 students. At the end of each semester, a student survey was distributed. The survey was administered during class time while the professor was out of the room. Completed surveys were held by the business school's secretary until after final grades were submitted. Students were guaranteed anonymity. While the sample size was small, the responses summarized in Table 4 indicate a positive assessment by students. It would be ideal have a control group of students for comparison; however, all of the sections taught utilized a supplementary text. 
Mean
Std. Dev 1. I have a better understanding of business-style writing after reading the book.
3.92 0.80 2. I have a better understanding of business-style writing after completing the assignment for each chapter. 
